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 Excellent Good/Fair Average Poor 

Project 

24 points 

General: Project addresses each aspect of 

the guidelines fully, shows critical 

engagement with the ideas and the 

underlying reasoning in support of them. 

Project demonstrates an understanding of 

the texts and includes 1 or no minor 

interpretative issues and no major 

interpretive issues. The project has a 

strong thesis/statement of one’s view, 

provides good reasons in support of it, and 

explains why those reasons are good. 

 

For paper option: The objection raised is 

strong and the response appropriately 

engages with it. 

 

For creative piece: the piece itself is 

analyzed in detail, explaining how each 

aspect expresses the ideas. 

 

 

Video lectures include a script. 

 

22-24 points 

General: Project shows the student read 

the material and thoughtfully responded 

to each part of the guidelines, but 

suffers from at least one of the 

following: stays on a somewhat 

superficial level of engagement, 

produces adequate reasons in support of 

thesis but does not explore them, 

includes some of one’s own ideas but 

doesn’t develop them fully, (for 

paper/video lecture) raises a weak 

objection and/or response to the 

objection, (for creative piece) only 

briefly or generally explains how each 

part of the piece expresses one’s ideas, 

or has 2-3 minor interpretive errors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20-22 points 

General: Project is somewhat superficial. It 

indicates the student did some or most of the 

reading, but suffers from at least one of the 

following: does not address each part of the 

guidelines, does not engage with the reading 

in a meaningful way or at all, does not offer 

support for the thesis or offers very weak 

support, does not include a thesis or argument, 

only involves a representation of ideas 

without one’s own view expressed, (for paper 

or video lectures/Ted Talks) objection or 

response is missing, very weak, unclear, or 

unrelated, (for creative piece) 

footnotes/statement does not explain how 

parts express ones ideas, video lectures/Ted 

Talk/etc. does not include a script, or has 1 or 

more major interpretative errors or more than 

3 minor interpretative errors. 

 

 

 

 

 

17-19 points 

Paper shows little 

evidence that the student 

read the material, has 

many serious interpretive 

issues, doesn’t engage 

with the material much or 

at all, or generally falls far 

short of the requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0-16 points 

Length 

2 points 

Paper meets minimum page requirement 

when in 12 pt. font, Times New Roman, 

and 1-inch margins. Note: Heading does 

not count towards length. 

 

2 points 

Paper is a half a page or less short of 

minimum requirement when in 12 pt. 

font, Times New Roman, and 1-inch 

margins.  

 

 

1 point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper is more than half a 

page short when in 12 pt. 

font, Times New Roman, 

and 1-inch margins. 

 

0 points 

Clarity 

and 

Citations 

 

4 points 

Project is clearly written or presented 

AND the material is properly cited in 

MLA format. Paper uses at least four 

academic citations, and at least 2 are from 

the class. 

 

 

 

4 points 

Some part of the project is unclear OR 

is missing one of the sources OR only 

one source is pulled from the class OR 

bib is missing 1 source used. 

 

 

 

 

3 points 

Several parts of the project are unclear OR is 

missing citations OR missing a bibliography 

OR missing 2 sources OR bib is missing two 

sources used. 

 

 

 

 

2 points 

2 or more of the following 

occur: The project is very 

unclear, missing citations 

or bib or more than two 

sources in bib, uses 1 or 

fewer academic sources, 

or does not use material 

from the class. 

0-1 points 
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